
What Will Your Legacy Look Like? 

Life is nuanced. Usually gray, not black and white. That's the case with Reach Codes.

The debate is on from NextDoor to the Los Altos City Council. More than 30 neighboring

communities (including Los Altos Hills) have passed Reach Codes to promote building

electrification by switching from gas to electric appliances. Yet along the way the bigger picture has

been lost.

The net impact? About 40 new homes a year. Given appliances and equipment are the 2nd biggest

polluters behind cars, over time that local environmental impact will be big. If you read about it

here you'll see why supporting Reach Codes, even as a small part of your legacy, makes sense.

If you agree, consider writing a quick email to the Los Altos City Council, or use this email

sample. Just note why you think Reach Codes are worth supporting. It can be as simple as "I

support the adoption of Reach Codes"  The City is also soliciting feedback via a

short survey here (Note: Chrome or Firefox browsers work best). We thank you for

taking these small steps to leave this positive legacy for our kids and grandkids!

So Many Reasons To Adopt Reach Codes.
An Important One Is
Your Family's Health

As a pediatrician, I love keeping families healthy and working to leave our children a clean environment
for their kids.  Two realizations convinced me that we must support reach codes to make the change away

https://greentownlosaltos.org/2020/05/reach-codes-matter-heres-why-we-need-your-opinion/
mailto:council@losaltosca.gov?subject=I'm%20for%20Reach%20Codes%20
mailto:council@losaltosca.gov?subject=I%20Support%20Reach%20Codes&body=Honorable%20Members%20of%20the%20Council,%20%0A%0AThank%20you%20for%20your%20leadership%20in%20advancing%20building%20electrification%20Reach%20Codes%20for%20Los%20Altos.%20%0A%0AI%20support%20Reach%20Codes%20for%20the%20following%20reasons:%0A%0A1)%20Reach%20Codes%20support%20our%20community%E2%80%99s%20climate%20goals.%20They%20will%20reduce%20Los%20Altos'%20carbon%20footprint%20from%20buildings%20-%20the%20second%20largest%20contributor%20to%20our%20community's%20greenhouse%20gas%20emissions%20-%20because%20unlike%20natural%20gas,%20our%20electricity%20from%20SVCE,%20is%20100%25%20carbon-free.%0A%0A2)%20Reach%20Codes%20will%20result%20in%20healthier%20buildings.%20They%20reduce%20gas%20combustion%20by-products%20providing%20healthier%20indoor%20air%20for%20our%20families%20and%20reduce%20our%20community's%20risk%20of%20a%20San%20Bruno-type%20disaster.%0A%0A3)%20Reach%20Codes%20save%20money.%20The%20CEC%20has%20demonstrated%20that%20Reach%20Codes%20are%20cost-effective%20for%20consumers,%20so%20homeowners%20in%20our%20community%20will%20realize%20energy%20and%20cost-savings%20from%20all-electric%20homes.%0A%0AThank%20you%20for%20your%20efforts%20to%20protect%20the%20health%20and%20well-being%20of%20our%20community%20and%20our%20planet.%20Please%20vote%20for%20Reach%20Codes%20when%20they%20come%20before%20the%20Council.%0A%0ASincerely,%20%20
https://www.losaltosca.gov/community/page/open-city-hall?pd_url=https://www.opentownhall.com/portals/225/Issue_8584/survey_responses/new%23peak_democracy


from natural gas in our homes, and the sooner the better. Please read why here. 

A Small Ask.
 A GreenTown Clean Air Advocate

Has A Good Point on Leaf Blowers Now 

Don’t use leaf blowers during pandemic

"There are many reasons to stop using leaf blowers during this pandemic. COVID-19 attacks the lungs,
and gas leaf blowers force toxic emissions into the air we breathe. All leaf blowers spew particulate matter
that includes fungus spores, pesticides and lead. These particulates remain in the air for two hours after
the leaf blower stops.

Please be a good neighbor and do not pollute your neighborhood’s air! Please respect the quiet that
allows the children to study and their parents to make a living while working at home.

The Los Altos Police Department asks your help in enforcing the ban.

If your neighbor refuses to obey the Los Altos ban on gas leaf blowers, LAPD asks that you call its
nonemergency line at 947-2770. No need to give your name."  Elaine Haight

Our Former Intern Lexi Guards The Future
 

Previous GreenTown intern, Lexi Crilley, participated in GreenFoothills Earthday Celebration with
Congressman Ash Kolra:  A Pandemic Won't Stop us"   Lexi co-leads Silicon Valley Youth Climate Strike,
now a partner organization of Protect Coyote Valley 

She spoke to what is driving the youth of today to take action. “The climate justice movement is growing,
and with it, hope is blossoming. I have dedicated myself to environmental action because I love this
beautiful planet we call home, and I wake up every morning terrified of what the future may hold if we
don’t take action immediately. But I earnestly believe that if we do act now, it will be possible to save our
planet for the generations yet to come.” 

Burning question? Great idea? Want to help?

https://greentownlosaltos.org/2020/05/choice-gas-stoves-and-reach-codes-a-sound-resolution/
https://www.greenfoothills.org/50th-earth-day-celebration-a-pandemic-wont-stop-us/
https://www.svyouthclimatestrike.org/
https://protectcoyotevalley.org/


Contact us at info@greentowlosaltos.org.
Or use social media to tell us what you think matters most.
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